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Coach Campbell talks to the players after Fan Fest Scrimmage at Training Camp  
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MONTHLY  HUDDLE     
MEETING 

Date: Tuesday June 5, 2018 

Time: 11:30am - 1:00pm 

Business  12:00pm sharp 

LOCAL HEROES  1400 Clyde Ave 

Bleeker Mall Clyde & Merivale 

Rd.) 

Nepean Ontario K2G 3J2 | 
613.224.3873 

 

 

Andrew Pickett blocking  for Mossis Madu 

 

 

George Uko facing a double team 

 

 

Kevin Brown II #31 and J.R.Tavai close in on the running back 
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Countdown to the Season 

The regular season kicks off a week earlier this year, with the Edmonton Eskimos visiting the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers on Thursday, June 14. That’s 69 days away. Too long? The pre-season schedule kicks off 
just 51 days from today on May 27 when the Riders visit Edmonton. Still not encouraged? Training Camps 
open in just 44 days – on May 20. Even better, the 2018 CFL Draft is set for Thursday, May 3, in just 27 
days. The Alouettes, Tiger-Cats and Lions have the top three picks. It’s interesting to note that due to 
some transactions, the Ticats have three of the top 11 picks and four of the top 15. We have some very 
special things planned this season, including some league-wide themes: Family Days with special treats 
and events for kids and their moms and dads, and Diversity Is Strength games, where we can all celebrate 
the things that make Canada so special. We’ll roll out more details in the days ahead but it’s clear we 
have lots to look forward to, including most of all, real football! 

Mark’s CFL Week 

While we all miss actual football games, we in the CFL often say there isn’t really what we would consider 
an off-season anymore: we’re busy planning, promoting and improving all year long. We recently re-
turned from the best example of that: Mark’s CFL Week. Winnipeg was a tremendous host for a week 
that was packed with content: a giant Fan Fest, the massive video and photo shoot for top CFL players 
hosted by TSN and RDS, the CFL Scouting Combine presented by adidas for Canadian prospects, the an-
nouncement of this year’s class for the Canadian Football Hall of Fame, and all sorts of football and busi-
ness meetings. If you were one of the thousands of fans who attended one of the events, or among the 
thousands that watched some of the 10 hours of live programming we produced from Winnipeg, thank 
you! I especially enjoyed seeing so many young families and kids. I know they join me in also thanking 
Mark’s, our other partners and the Blue Bombers for making the week possible. Our thanks go as well to 
the media from across the country who showed up in large numbers for two special media days, where 

 

 

Randy’s Word...Countdown to the Season  
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they had access to players, coaches and general managers, and prospects at the Combine. They con-
ducted more than 350 formal interviews and their coverage generated more than 217 million “media 
impressions” – that means those stories appeared in media regularly consumed by more than 217 mil-
lion readers, viewers and visitors. We owe it to you to do all we can to stay in the news all year long. In 
this age of social media, we have more ways to communicate with you than ever before. But we also 
exist in the busiest, most fragmented and competitive media market in history. Mark’s CFL Week is just 
one of the things we do to remain prominent and relevant every day of the year.  

 

Road Trip Follow Up 

While I loved our week in Winnipeg, I still think my favourite thing since Grey Cup has been my road 
trip to all nine cities with CFL teams, in addition to Halifax. Here’s a little follow-up information on some 
of the issues you raised with me during our town halls. 

You, our fans, talked to me about officiating. Darren Hackwood, our new Senior Director of Officiating, 
has been working with his team on some changes for this season. He plans to have our best officials 
work more of our games. He wants to return to a greater emphasis on crews that consistently work 
together as teams. He is introducing a formal mentoring program. And he is working to expand the 
pool of prospects ready to step up to the CFL. 

Some of you told me that it wasn’t fair to expect a coach to waste his only challenge on a video review 
of a play that should have obviously been called differently. At their recent meeting during Marks CFL 
Week, our rules committee took action on this suggestion and proposed that the replay official auto-
matically review “potential touchdowns” – plays where it appears a touchdown was scored but the 
play was marked down short of the goal line. 

Many of you expressed concern for the health and safety of our players. The rules committee is also 
asking our Board of Governors to approve changes that would eliminate blindside blocks, outlaw low 
blocks that occur outside of the “tackle box” (along and near the line of scrimmage), and widen the 
definition of spearing to include any situation where a player delivers a blow with his helmet. 

Still others approved of the idea of moving up the entire season, including the Grey Cup. That remains 
a work in progress – there are lots of things to consider, from the availability of training camp venues 
to broadcast schedules – but it remains an active file and something we are researching very carefully. 

Almost all of you expressed support for expansion to Halifax. Things may seem quiet on that front but 
that is because the bid group there is working very hard behind the scenes to put the necessary pieces 
– including a stadium – in place. We have a long way to go but I want you to know the fact this work is 
being done is very encouraging. 

Amateur Football 

What also came through loud and clear at our town halls, and in my chats with fans at Mark’s CFL 
Week, and in every interaction I have with fans, is your passion for the great game of football. I obvi-
ously share that passion. Not just because I enjoy watching the game and I loved playing it, but because 
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 I really believe in football. It matters, it’s important because of what it can teach our children. It’s the most 
inclusive game I can think of: there is not only room, but a requirement, for different types of people of 
different sizes and with different skill sets. The big kid who may not seem graceful enough for gymnastics or 
fast enough for basketball might be the best offensive lineman on a team. But his same team will also em-
brace that small but talented kick returner and a long and lanky safety. I also think ours is the ultimate team 
game: success depends on 12 players working together and there is no better place than the football field to 
learn the importance of knowing your role and fulfilling your responsibility. 

I talked about this at Mark’s CFL Week at the Shaw Respect Camp where hundreds of local school children 
heard from me and our players about the values we have learned from our game. All of which is to say that is 
vitally important for us at the professional level to support amateur football, be it tackle or touch or flag foot-
ball. Yes, it’s essential to our league’s future. But I believe it is just as important to the future of kids who can 
learn and grow from playing the game. Our teams and our league have long contributed to the sport at all 
levels. But it’s high time for us to do a better job of telling that story. So recently, I ordered an exhaustive sur-
vey of what we are all doing on the amateur football front. I was proud to then announce that last year the 
CFL and our nine teams contributed more than $3 million to amateur football in Canada through projects 
ranging from the Edmonton Eskimos’ 50/50 draws to the Lions’ Orange Helmet Dinner to the Ticats’ PlayAc-
tion program to the CFL NFL Flag Football series and so many more. All our teams support amateur football. 
We expect to contribute more than $3 million again this year. Football is a great and important game. We all 
need to support it and stand up for it. 

Thanks again for making all that we do at the CFL possible. It may not feel like it where you live – but the 
warm weather is coming, and so is football. Canadian football. We can’t wait. 

Randy 

Article & Photo Credit CFLA.CA  https://www.cfl.ca/2018/04/06/randys-word-counting-kickoff/  
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 Illegal contact on a receiver can no longer be a play that coaches can challenge (send to a video review). 

 The replay official will automatically review “potential touchdowns” - plays marked down short of line 
when it appears obvious a touchdown has been scored. 

 It will be illegal for any player to deliver a forcible block on an opponent while moving back towards his 
own goal line, sometimes referred to as a “blindside” block. 

 Low blocks that occur outside of the “tackle box” - area that extends from tight end to tight end and 
from the quarterback or kicker to 2 yards beyond the line of scrimmage—are outlawed. 

 The definition of spearing is widened to include any situation where a player delivers a blow with his hel-
met as the initial or primary point of contact (This does NOT apply to a low running ball carrier). 

 A loophole in the “sleeper” Play rule is closed by by making it illegal for a player who enters  the game 
and remains outside the numbers to receive the ball in any manner, including a kick or a lateral. 

 What constitutes a quarterback making a legal pass behind the line of scrimmage is now defined as a 
passer having at least one of his feet on or behind the line of scrimmage instead of requiring that the re-
lease point of the ball be behind the line of scrimmage. 

 The so-called “force-out” rule is eliminated: the receiver catching the ball has to place at least one foot 
inbounds regardless of whether he was contacted mid air. 

 The penalty of “Pyramiding” - the practice of using another player to to elevate oneself to block a kick—
is increased from 5 yards to 10 yards. 

 Allow the replay official to correct the game clock after a challenge to what the clock should read as a 
result of a challenge. 

The Rules Committee, which is made up of several coaches and general managers  as well as the veteran  
official Al Bradbury and representatives of the Canadian Football Players Association met in Winnipeg  dur-
ing Mark’s CFL week last March . 

The Board of Governors , which met regularly throughout the year, includes the owners of private held 
teams and chairpersons of community-led teams. 

https://www.cfl.ca/2018/05/23/cfl-confirms-rule-changes-proposed-march/ 
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INDUCTION OF JEFF AVERY | KEYNOTE SPEAKER RUSS JACKSON 
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CFLOAA Player Profiles  

Members from the 68-69 Ottawa Rough Riders  

Grey Cup Champion Teams 

Frank Clair 
 

Frank was the man who transformed the Ottawa Rough 
Riders from a struggling franchise to a CFL powerhouse 
in the 1960s and 1970s. After leading the Toronto Argo-
nauts to two Grey Cup titles in the early 1950s, Clair 
joined the Riders in 1956 and started to turn around the 
organization. Under his coaching guidance, the Riders 
won the Grey Cup in 1960, 1968 and 1969. He retired 
from coaching with his name attached to 174 victories. 
He took over the general manager's role in 1970 and 
once again found success, leading the Riders to champi-
onships in 1973 and 1976. Frank was awarded the Annis 
Stukus Trophy as the CFL Coach of the Year in both 1966 
and in 1969. Clair was inducted into the CFL Hall of 
Fame as a builder in 1981. The Vince Lombardi of the 
Canadian Football League, Frank was honoured with a 
bronze statue on the concourse of the newly renovated 
TD Place Stadium in Ottawa on September 6th 2014. 
Frank Clair’s studious manner and football savvy earned 
him the nickname “The Professor”. Frank passed away 
in 2005 in Sarasota, Florida. Frank’s wife Pat died in 
2016. They had two daughters the late Holly and Robin 
and one grandson Christopher. 
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 Joe Poirier 

Joe was born in Verdun, Montreal in 1937 and later graduated 
from Loyola in Montreal (‘Loyola of the North’). Joe (The Fox) 
played twelve seasons in the CFL, all with Ottawa Rough Riders 
(1959-70). He played in 168 regular-season games, never miss-
ing one. He was the Outstanding Rookie in the Eastern Division 
in 1959. He was an All-Canadian All-Star in 1966 and Eastern 
Conference All-Star five times. Poirier played in four Grey Cup 
games and won three championships in 1960, 1968, and 1969. 
Joe holds Rider records for most interceptions in a career (47) 
and most interception yards in a career (658). He led the 
league in pass interceptions in 1966 with (10). Joe always kept 
up a running conversation with the receivers that he covered 
(he was a trash talker before the term was even invented). 
After football Joe worked as a social worker, and then went on 
to sales and marketing for the Government of Canada. Joe is 
married to Géraldine Lavoie and is the proud father of Kerry 
(deceased), Erin, J.J., Noémi, and Samuel. 

Russ Jackson 
 

Russ Jackson was drafted by the Ottawa Rough Riders in 1958 
and only ever missed one game due to injury. He led the 
Rough Riders to the playoffs every year. He completed 1,356 
passes for 24,592 yards and 185 touchdowns. He was the East-
ern Conference Passing Leader every year from 1963 thru 
1969. He also had 5,045 rushing yards on 738 rushes, an in-
credible average 6.84 yards per carry, higher than the ten all-
time rushing leaders. In 1963, Russ was the first double winner 
of the Schenley Outstanding Canadian and Outstanding Player 
Awards. He is a member of the Order of Canada, and has been 
inducted into many Sports Halls of Fame including the Canadi-
an Football Hall of Fame, plus Ottawa, McMaster U, Ontario, 
Canada, Westdale H.S. and Hamilton. Russ also has a Star on 
Canada's Walk of Fame. His numerous awards include • All-
Eastern Quarterback 1962, 1963, 1966, 1967 - 1969 • All-
Canadian QB 1966, 1968, 1969 • Schenley Award for Most 
Outstanding Canadian 1959, 1963, 1966, 1969 and for Most 
Outstanding Player 1963, 1966, 1969 • Jeff Russel Memorial 
Trophy 1959, 1969. Russ won Grey Cups in 1960, 1968 and 
1969 (his last 2 years) and was also the Grey Cup MVP in his 
last game! Russ and Lois have 3 children, 6 grandchildren and 
5 great grandchildren.  
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Barry Ardern   
 

Barry was born in Ottawa and was a product of the highly 
successful Ottawa Sooners junior football program before 
starting his career in the CFL with the Rough Riders in 1968. 
Barry (the Pup) played five seasons for the Riders from 1968 
to 1972 as a corner back, winning two Grey Cups in 1968 
and 1969.  In those five seasons, Ardern collected 14 inter-
ceptions and returned two interceptions for touch-
downs.  He holds the Rough Rider record for the most yards 
(172) returned after interceptions in one game which was 
versus the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1969.  He moved to the BC 
Lions in 1973 and played four years for the Lions, with 14 
more interceptions to finish with a career total of 28.  Ar-
dern played one more season after leaving BC, splitting the 
1977 season with the Saskatchewan Roughriders and Mon-
treal Alouettes and won his third Grey Cup with the 
Alouettes. Barry and his late wife Deborah ran a spa busi-
ness in Nelson, BC.  Barry also worked in reforestation for 22 
years. They have one daughter Galena and a granddaughter 
Snow. 

Tom Pullen 

Tom Pullen played in the CFL with the Ottawa Rough Riders 
(1968 -1969 and 1972 -1974), the Montreal Alouettes (1970-
1971) and the Toronto Argonauts in 1975. He was a member of 
four Grey Cup championship teams and scored the winning 
touchdown for Montreal in the 1970 Grey Cup. Tom played for 
the Ottawa Sooners where he was named to the Top 25 Year 
Ottawa Sooner Team. He lettered in football and graduated 
with an Honours Degree from the University of Michigan. While 
playing in the CFL, Tom taught at Glebe Collegiate (Ottawa) and 
coached basketball and track. He held football coaching posi-
tions with the Carleton Ravens football in the late 70’s / early 
80’s and recently coached his grandson who plays with the 
Beckwith Irish.  

After several rewarding business careers, Tom joined and still 
works with The Innovative Financial Group. He also continues 
to enjoy being a part time Business School professor at Algon-
quin College and business advisor to HWarp. He has always 
been an active community leader and chaired the “sold out” 
Kiwanis CFL Luncheon heralding the return of the CFL to Otta-
wa. Tom and his wife Judi have been married 50 + years. They 
live in Ottawa and have 2 adult children (Tracey and Kevin) and 
4 grandchildren, Bailey, Taylor, Jack and Tommy. 
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Doug Specht  
 

Born in Windsor, Ontario February 7, 1942, Doug played 
hockey for Assumption H.S. and signed a C Form with the 
Detroit Red Wings, attending their Junior A camp in Hamil-
ton. He was the highest scoring defenseman for the Wind-
sor N & D Junior Team and played for the Windsor Bulldogs 
of the O.H.A. A catcher in baseball, he won Class F and D 
Championships and a Babe Ruth Championship in Detroit, 
selected as All Star catcher played in the All Star game at 
Brigg Stadium. He played inter-county baseball with the Galt 
Terriers. Doug played football at Assumption and Corpus 
Christie (now F.J. Brennan). His outstanding play for Wind-
sor Junior A.K.O. attracted the attention of Brigham Young 
University in Utah earning him a football scholarship. Doug 
played centre for the Ottawa Rough Riders from 1965 to 
1971 and was named an Eastern All-Star in 1966 and won 
two Grey Cups in 1968 and 1969. His football career ended 
tragically when he broke his neck in a car accident in 1972. 
He was named to the Windsor Essex Sport’s Hall of Fame in 
2006. Doug remained in Ottawa with his wife Donna, three 
children (Donna, Jeff, Jennifer), eight grandchildren and has 
a successful bailiff business. 

Roger Perdrix    
 

Roger graduated from the University of Cincinnati and 
then joined the Ottawa Rough Riders for 9 years from 
1966 to 1974.  Roger was an outstanding offensive guard 
and a key performer on the offensive line that powered 
the Ottawa Rough Riders to three Canadian Football 
League championships, winning the Grey Cup in ’68, ’69 
and ’73. Alongside fellow guard Tom Schuette and legend-
ary tackle Moe Racine, Perdrix was known for his excel-
lent blocking technique and wry sense of humour. He was 
selected to both CFL and Eastern Division All Star teams in 
1967. After football, Roger returned to Ohio and taught in 
the Cincinnati Public School System until 2002, then went 
to work as a Security Guard at Walnut Hills High School; 
this will be his 16th and possibly final year! Roger and 
wife Judy have 4 children and 8 grandchildren, all now living 

in Cincinnati! 
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Billy Joe Booth  
 

(April 7, 1940 – June 30, 1972) 

Billy Joe played professional football with the Ottawa Rough 
Riders in the Canadian Football Leaguefrom 1962-1970. He 
graduated from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. 
Interesting fact, in the 1962 NFL draft, he was drafted by the 
New York Giants in round thirteen, draft number 181. After 
his football career, Booth was an electrical contractor for the 
IC Electric Supply Company. Booth was killed in 1972 in a 
plane crash in Ontario, Canada.  

Booth was a defensive end for the Ottawa Rough Riders in 
the Canadian Football League from 1962 to 1970. At six feet 
tall and 240 pounds, many had considered him too small to 
be a defensive end. Booth won Grey Cup championships 
in 1968 and 1969. In 1969, Booth was named CFL all-star and 
was also won CFL's Most Outstanding Lineman Award in the 
eastern division of the CFL that year, but lost to defensive 
tackle John LaGrone of the Edmonton Eskimos.  

Ron Stewart 
 

Ron, a Toronto native, was selected as Queen’s University’s 
Most Valuable Player three times. He broke all of Queen’s 
records for touchdowns and scoring points, and was a mem-
ber of Yates Cup championship teams during the 1955 and 
1956 season. Ron played in the CFL with the Ottawa Rough 
Riders from 1958 to 1970 he rushed for 5,690 yards on 983 
carries and scored 42 touchdowns. In 1960, which was his 
best season, Stewart rushed 139 times for 1,020 yards in-
cluding 287 yards in an October 10th game against the Mon-
treal Alouettes. Ron Stewart’s number 11 jersey has been 
retired by the Ottawa Rough Riders, and is also a member of 
the Queen’s University Football Hall of Fame and the Ottawa 
Sport Hall of Fame and was inducted into the Canadian Foot-
ball Hall of Fame in 1977. His numerous awards include • All-
Eastern Running Back 1960, 1961, 1966 • Jeff Russell Memo-
rial Trophy 1960, 1967 • Schenley Award for Most Outstand-
ing Canadian 1960 • Grey Cup Participation 1960, 1966, 
1968, 1969 • Grey Cup Winning Teams 1960, 1968, 1969. He 
has been married to Wendy for 45 years and they have two 
children, son Christian, daughter Melissa Sullivan, and three 
grandchildren, Jack, Kylan and Emma.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Joe_Booth#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottawa_Rough_Riders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottawa_Rough_Riders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_State_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baton_Rouge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_contractor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario,_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defensive_end
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottawa_Rough_Riders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defensive_end
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grey_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_CFL_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1969_CFL_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CFL%27s_Most_Outstanding_Lineman_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_LaGrone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmonton_Eskimos
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Golf is a game in which you yell 'fore,' shoot six, and write down five.  

Paul Harvey 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

  

 Monthly Huddle Meeting     Tuesday June 5, 2018 
  

 Tom Bergles (The Ottawa Champions) 

 INVITE TO ALUMNI CONTACT DAN DEVER 

 FOR DETAILS                                       Sunday July 22, 2018 
  

 CFLOAA Annual Golf Tournament & BBQ   Friday August 3, 2018 
  

 The Ottawa Rough Riders 1968 | 1969     

 Grey Cup Reunion       Saturday August 11, 2018 
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Should you have any questions please feel free to communicate with the appropriate board                  
member…we’re always happy to answer any questions you may have! 

 

CFLOAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BOARD MEMBERS 2018 

 
 

 

Jim Cain 

CFLOAA | CFLAA Vice President 
 

jimcain@rogers.com 


